Current vacancies at Shefford
Lower School
For more information please visit out website
following this link
Current Vacancies

Weekly Update

Friday 26th November 2021
Please email schooloffice@shefford.cbeds.co.uk if you require support in accessing this newsletter in an alternative format.

Dear Families & Friends
We have the lights switch on happening on Saturday in the town. How wonderful to be able to attend such an event
again. Our thanks go to the town council and all the helpers who volunteer their time, including Miss Mansell and her
team of helpers at Shefford Lower and our wonderful PSA. We look forward to seeing you all there.
This week’s newsletter sees a regular feature return to support families with ideas for healthy lunches. We all know
how difficult it is to come up with ideas to keep little ones munching the food that will help them to think and play at
their optimum, so we hope you find this helpful. We can always provide additional advice should you wish it. Children
are allowed to drink water throughout the day , and it is provided at lunchtimes also. Juices and other such drinks stay
on the teeth, and so we avoid those in school. Snacks provided for play should always be a fresh piece of fruit. You will
be aware that we, like many schools, do not permit ‘nuts’ in lunches or classrooms. This is because it can be
devastating to those with allergies. Please therefore, be careful to avoid Nutella and other such items.
I had the pleasure of popping into Art Club today. They were trying out charcoal, among a long list of other mediums
they have been testing and creating with. We are lucky to have so many good clubs on offer for a lower school
Spelling and Writing has had a recent focus in Shefford Lower School. We aim to ensure that the spellings coming home
to practise are clearly laid out to you, and also help you to know your child’s phonics/spelling stage of learning. The
books your child takes home from their reading scheme are chosen to support their phase of learning, with
opportunities to point out the sounds they have learned or are newly being taught.
The children are thoroughly enjoying being able to use the library. Mrs Dale-Malloy, who looks after our library and hub
resources is getting ready with a book advent too. Reading is one of the most fundamental parts of education that
children can achieve. It’s why we provide daily house points for homework, which is a daily read. A short daily read 1-1
is a quick and easy way, that is evidenced in helping children build the neurons they need to decode, automate and
comprehend. Talking about the book afterwards and sharing ideas help your child to piece together what they have
read.
Our Eco-Council have been dipping into classes to ensure our recycling is up to scratch this week. There is a big focus
from them to recycle the pens that are used in schools.
We have had some plants donated for our values garden, and we very much look forward to getting these into the
ground. If you have some plants you can donate – low maintenance of course – please do let Mr Wakefield have these.
Thank you in advance.
The drop off spot, by Robert Bloomfield, for middle school users is a ten minute zone. This means it is not really feasible
for our families. We have disabled spaces that can be accessed with a blue badge. Again, the number of users exceeds
the spaces available, so we do have to stick to guidelines for their use. If you have a blue badge, please do show it to
our office for a parking pass. Parking at school is very limited, with employees needing to double park. There is not
therefore space for parents to routinely use the carpark. Families are able to use the ‘Park & Stride’ from Morrisons
and make use of the eligible spacing around the area. Please do not block the emergency gates to the field that have
yellow hatching by the School Lane entrance.
We do go out in all weathers, so please do equip children with warm clothing for outside playtimes. EVERY item should
be named. I have been outside with the children frequently, and their playtimes are lovely. Staff in class, who know the
children well, take them outside and play with them. They have equipment to support their play and opportunities for
alternative activities too. The children are really great at understanding the differences between bullying and falling
out. There is always an adult to talk to. Sometimes our children need to talk to an adult more often, as do some
families. Mrs Parry is always on hand if you need a friendly face and some advice. We always urge you to let us know if
you need any assistance. Sometimes it’s the small things.
Our Winter displays go up on Monday, and we begin Advent. Yes….the countdown will begin!
Enjoy the weekend with the lights! From Mrs Finch

Values
The values of December will be Peace & Understanding
“All we are saying, is give peace a chance.” John Lennon.
Understanding what peace is, and how can we bring peace about—conciliation, finding resolutions and solving
problems together. Understanding the other perspective and point of view. Learning to understand the needs
of others

House Points and Attendance W/E
19.11.21
House Points
Fire—758
Water—750
Air—594
Earth—564

House Attendance
& Punctuality
Winner

Fire

Arriving to school on time
When pupils arrive late, they miss out on essential instructions given at the beginning of the lesson.
This can significantly reduce achievement, regardless of academic ability. Your child may also feel awkward arriving to
the classroom when everyone else is settled. Furthermore,
when one pupil arrives late, it disrupts the entire class and the
teacher—everyone’s education is compromised.
5 minutes late a day = 3 DAYS OF SCHOOL LOST A YEAR
10 minutes late a day = 6.5 DAYS OF SCHOOL LOST A YEAR
15 minutes late a day = 10 DAYS OF SCHOOL LOST A YEAR
20 minutes late a day = 13 DAYS OF SCHOOL LOST A YEAR
30 minutes late a day = 19 DAYS OF SCHOOL LOST A YEAR

Safeguarding Information
At Shefford Lower School we take our responsibilities to promote safeguarding the welfare of all children seriously. The designated
persons for safeguarding children is the Headteacher who can be contacted via the school office on 01462 629123
Please find useful information updated weekly

Myth – It’s up to me what I let my child eat
Buster - Access to a healthy diet in order to thrive is part of safeguarding. Children without access to nutrition is an area of neglect. Schools are obliged to monitor and record instances on CPOMs. We can support
you if you need help with this aspect of care. Our family worker can work with you and help you to establish good routines.

If you are concerned about a child outside of school you can phone 999 in an emergency or 101 to make a report.

The NSPCC operated an urgent helpline on 0808800500

Mrs Ross will be posting weekly challenges for children to complete.
Answers will be welcome by Mrs Ross
throughout the week.
Good luck.
Last weeks answer was
Beatrix Potter

For this recipe
please follow this
link_________

The Panto is coming to Shefford Lower
School
Aladdin & friends will be coming to school for a special
Christmas treat for all years to watch a
performance over 29th & 30th
November.
We are asking for a £2 donation to cover some of the
cost. This can be paid via Parentmail or handing into
class by 29th November.

CAN YOU PLAY A MUSICAL
INSTRUMENT?
Christmas Dinner Order
Forms will be in your
child’s book bag this
week. Please can you
hand this back to class
completed by
30th November.
Universal Free School
meals will still need to
complete this by the date.

Drop off times—08.45—09.00am
Collection times—3.20pm
The school office will be open from 8.30am to
3.45pm for any queries, please call 01462
629123 or email
schooloffice@shefford.cbeds.co.uk.

If so we need your help!
Please contact Miss Mansell if you
can join us for the Carols on the
Playground at 2.30pm on the 17th
December

Thank you for your kind donations so far. We have added some more
items to our Amazon wish list that will greatly benefit your children
with their learning this year. If you would like to purchase a book for
our school please click here
Please let the office know if you need assistance or adjustments for any disability.
Blue badge holders can access the staff car park.

Weekly Good News Calls
Here are the children whose parents and carers have received a phone call home this week to let them know how well their child has been working
and showing their school values. Keep up the good work Shefford Lower.

Reception

Peach—Oliver, Pear—Holly, Plum—Charlotte & Max

Year 1

Chestnut—Miles, Sycamore—Emilia, Holly—Niven

Year 2

Maple—Aria, Oak—Adam, Willow—Seb

Year 3

Elm—James, Hawthorn—Laila, Cedar— Ollie

Year 4

Hazel—Amber, Ash—Isla, Beech—Freddie

Shefford Sporting Successes
We celebrate children’s sporting successes from home as well as those in school. Please send us photos of your child’s certificates and/or medals which
will be displayed on our PE celebration board and celebrated in assembly. Well done to these children who have shared their sporting success this
week.

Water

Theo—Football, Grace—Dance

Earth

Lizzie—Ballet

Fire

Lacey-Mae—Dance, Scarlett—Football

Air

Maisie—Dance, George—Swiminng, Devon—Dance, Alexandra—Swimming
Elizabeth—Swimming

Congratulations to the children below who have been recognised as a Finer Diner this
week for displaying good manners and values at lunchtime

Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4

Lily, Jean, Samantha, Harriet, Ronnie, Lee, Jamie, Adam, George, Rory, Ivy, Eddie
Max
Eva, Howie, Macie, Blake, Vinnie, Annabelle & Alex
Reagan, Fabrizio, Oliver, Adam, Scarlet & Eden
Ethan, Ella, Mason, Lucas & George
Honey, Olivia, Ashley, Emelia, Ayhem & Amber

Community News
Please note, the following events/activities are run independently of
Shefford Lower.

If your child is due to start
lower school or transfer
to middle school you need
to apply for your school
place by the 15th January

Booking Link

Booking Link for Mid Beds Futsal

Discount code link

Please follow the link for
application guidance
Application Guidance

Enrol today— Inspiring Music

For more information please click here

Shefford Lower School
Diary Dates
(further dates will be added and these will be in bold italics
Autumn Term 2021
29th & 30th November

Panto—Aladdin

Panto—Aladdin

10th December

PSA Present Day

PSA Present Day

14th December

Christmas Dinner Day
Christmas Dinner Day

15th December

EYFS Christmas PartyEYFS
andChristmas
Santa
Party and Santa

16th December

KS1 (AM) and KS2 (PM)
KS1 Christmas
(AM) and KS2
Party
(PM)
andChristmas
Santa
Party and Santa

17th December

Carols on the playground
Endplayground
of Term and End of Term
Carolsand
on the

5th January 2022

SPRING TERM Begins—Children Return
Spring
Term 2022

13th January

Year 2 St Albans Material Trail

1stFebruary
5th January 2022

Chinese NewReturn
Year
SPRING TERM Begins—Children

8th
10 February
13thand
January

Parents
Consultation Evening
Year 2 St Albans Material
Trail

11th February
1stFebruary

Chinese New Year Year 4 Bikeability

14th—18th
February
8th
and 10 February

Term
Parents ConsultationHalf
Evening

W/C 21st
February
11th
February

Year 4 Bikeability

Year 3 Swimming lessons begin for 6 weeks

16th March February
14th—18th

Half Term

Year 1 Woburn Trip

30th 21st
March—1st
April
W/C
February

Year 4begin
Residential
Trip
Year 3 Swimming lessons
for 6 weeks

6th June
2022
16th
March

Year 1 Woburn Trip Extra Bank Holiday to mark The Queen’s Platinum

30th March—1st April

Year 4 Residential Trip

6th June 2022

Extra Bank Holiday to mark The Queen’s Platinum

Please refer to our school website for the Academic Calendar for 2021/2022
Term Dates Links

