Weekly Update

Friday 1st April 2022
Please email schooloffice@shefford.cbeds.co.uk if you require support in accessing this newsletter in an alternative format.
Dear Families and Friends, We had sunshine, rain, snow and hail this week! We began with an Easter assembly with all year groups
taking part in main school. Early years have been learning about Easter and why we celebrate it. They have been thinking about
how this compares to celebrations at home. They too have been learning about the weather, with emphasis on Spring and the signs
we are seeing in our gardens and Forest School.
A white fluttering from the sky on Thursday is very fitting in a week that saw a new government white paper,
representing official national proposals being set out for the future of education from 2023.

Link here

The headline grabbing attention is the focus on schools opening for 32.5 hours weekly by 2023. This is the equivalent to schools
opening from 8:45am until 3:15pm. This does not represent a change for most schools. Many operate beyond this scope and
include free clubs also run by staff in addition. Shefford Lower School opens the gates at 8:45am, and egresses pupils for 3:20pm.
We will consider any minor adjustments accordingly. We have not lost sight of the other information in this paper. The same white
paper contains information about catch up funding and budgets for schools amid rising costs. It also details the need to have
mental health first aiders. We are very proud of our mental health response and the increased support we have in place for our
vulnerable pupils.
During lockdown, Shefford Lower provided training for ALL staff to build capacity to support mental health. We expanded our team
for vulnerable pupils and have senior staff trained also. This is a strong focus in our school and we are very pleased to have
provided a quality education during this time to exceed some of the outcomes enjoyed pre-lockdown
A green paper was also produced this week for SEND. Page 66 stating “Local authorities are uniquely placed to
be a champion for the best interests of every child and young person in their area”. We have been watching
the response with interest too. Of note, IPSEA and NASEN who are two charities focussed on the rights of
children who have special educational needs. If you have a child who needs support, you will know that this area of funding and
service is never easy to navigate. There have been recent improvements noted at Central Bedfordshire, and we champion the
continuation for improvement of support and timely interventions for families. We urge families to read the papers by clicking on
the links in the boxes, and remain well informed in order to respond to future local consultations and national feedback.

Link here

Year 4 had WWII day on Monday too. They listened to songs from the era and cooked with ration
recipes. Carrot cake all round! The children built models of Anderson shelters, and will be using
their knowledge of electricity in Science to connect the light bulbs inside next. This is all part of our
Shefford Connected Curriculum. Year 2 have also looked at how music lifts mood and feelings,
using Mozart as their inspiration. This has connected with their work in art this week, producing abstract works.
This week, we were thrilled to be provided with some feedback from Central Bedfordshire regarding the changes to move towards
becoming Shefford Primary School, instead of a lower school. This has been on hold due to recalibration since August. There will be
official communications provided by the local authority before the end of the week, and we will endeavour to reach you with these.
You will be aware that we have a parent forum for this project. We paused this group due to the recalibration. This is still a small
group, and we would welcome further members at this stage, as we are likely to reinstate meetings following receipt of the
information from Central Bedfordshire. Please do contact the office and join in. We aim to meet at least half termly once the
project communication begins again, and I have typically held two virtual meetings (during day, and later than the school day) to
ensure access to discussion. One of these is likely to become a face to face meeting.

School Calendar
A reminder that Tuesday 19th April is NOT an INSET day, and the children will return to learn. We have an
link here
exciting Easter themed carousel planned for the first week back, and coming up, lots of summer
plans for sports, and also the jubilee celebrations. Have a great Easter break, From Mrs Finch

Values
The values of March will be Trust & Honesty
“When in doubt tell the truth.” Mark Twain
Staying true to yourself and being trustworthy. Exploring what we look for in others & how we place our trust.
Understanding the difference between lying and holding back full truth as equally dishonest.

House Points and Attendance
W/E 18/03/22
House Points
House Attendance
& Punctuality
Winner

Air—886
Water—883
Fire—762
Earth—658

Water
Safeguarding Information

At Shefford Lower School we take our responsibilities to promote safeguarding the welfare of all children seriously. The designated persons for safeguarding children is the Headteacher who can be contacted via the school office on 01462 629123
Please find useful information updated weekly

Mythbusters
Myth: “They can have a TIkTok account if I want them to.”
Buster: This may expose children to images or themes that are harmful and disturbing, or can be
accompanied by targeted advertising for older age groups and users. The age restrictions is a
legal requirement so schools have an obligation to investigate and record these instances. At
Shefford Lower School we record using *CPOMS.
If you are concerned about a child outside of school you can phone 999 in an emergency or 101 to make a report.

Follow the link

The NSPCC operated an urgent helpline on 0808800500

Thank you for your kind donations so far. We have added some more
items to our Amazon wish list that will greatly benefit your children
with their learning this year. If you would like to purchase a book for
our school please click here

Easter Egg
Colouring Competition
Winners

Thank you to the parents that joined Mrs Carter for coffee and
cakes at the Parent engagement morning.
Message from Mrs Carter….

“Thank you to the parents for a successful parent engagement
coffee morning. Lots of discussion and ideas on how parents
would feel more involved. This gave me lots to think about and
I’m looking forward to trying to creating an action plan moving
forwards..”

Cherry—Lila & Jack
Pear—Rose & Teddy
Peach—Emilia & Henry Plum—Albie & Francesca
Holly—Niveen & Jessica Chestnut—Logan & Isha
Sycamore—Anella & Sam Willow—Forrest & Isla
Oak—Chloe & Ollie
Maple—Elisa & Charlie
Cedar—Lilly & Ollie
Hawthorn—Taylor & Eloise
Elm—Jacey-Mae & James Hazel—Maisie & Harrison
Beech—Poppy & Leo
Well done to everyone that entered, the winners
got a yummy chocolate egg donated by the
Tescos & Morrisons.

Shefford Museum and Gallery is growing fast at Shefford Lower School. It features copies of some the most
famous paintings in the world and authentic historical and natural history artefacts. We would like to share a
different exhibit each week in the news letter. This week's featured exhibit is

Weekly Good News Calls
Here are the children whose parents and carers have received a phone call home this week to let them know how well their child has been working
and showing their school values. Keep up the good work Shefford Lower.

Reception

Peach—Muhammad, Plum—Allis

Year 1

Holly—Nivya, Chestnut—Ethan, Sycamore—Alex

Year 2

Oak—Freddit, Maple—Aleen, Willow—Luca

Year 3

Cedar—Poppy, Elm—Theo, Hawthorn—Louis

Year 4

Ash—Harry

Shefford Sporting Successes
Well done for another fantastic term of sporting achievements. We have had so much to celebrate, and it has been lovely being back in the hall for our
weekly assembly the last few weeks. We have had 106 sporting achievements since Christmas across the school and we are hoping we can beat this in the
Summer term! It's amazing to see the variety of sports the children are taking part in including; football, swimming, basketball, rugby, golf, gymnastics,
running, dance, horse riding, twirling, trampolining, Taekwon-do, karate, hockey, tennis and even skiing! Well done and keep up the good work. Miss Leary
and Mr Tilbury.

Earth House

Ethan—Karate, Sidney—Football, Lucas—Karate, Arthur & Louie—Swimming, Emily—Swimming

Water House

Edward—Football, Gracie—Taekwon-Do, Grace—Dance

Fire House

Quinnon—Swimming, Raith—Karate

Air House

Maisie—Dance

Reception—Elsie—Ballet, Rose—Swimming

Congratulations to the children below who have been recognised as a Finer Diner this
week for displaying good manners and values at lunchtime

Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4

Lee, Libby, Ronnie, Finn, Jake, Noah S, Callum, Jack
Caitlyn, Katie, Hattie, Layla, Heidi, Grace, Leo, Sam, Teddy, Anurahda
Amelia, Lacey, Esme, Michelle, Freddie, Holly, David, Sarah
Lilly, Joshua, Bethan, James, Sidney, Scarlett
Jackson, Devon

Community News
Please note, the following events/activities are run independently of
Shefford Lower.

Click for more
information

Click for more
information

Click for more
information

Click for more
information

To book a space please click this
link

Ivel Valley Parent Bulletin

Shefford Lower School
Diary Dates
(further dates will be added and these will be in bold italics
2022 Upcoming Dates
Autumn Term 2021
1st April

Last day of Spring Term

29th
30th November
19th &
April

Panto—Aladdin
SUMMER TERM Begins—Children
Return

10th
20th December
& 21st April

PSA Present
Day
National Child Measurement
Programme—Reception
children.—The School nurse team will be
in school for the NCMP—information sent out via Parentmail
Christmas Dinner Day

14th December
27th April
15th December
29th April
16th December
25th May
17th December
30th May—3rd June
5th January 2022
6th June 2022
13th January
14th June
1stFebruary
24th June

Whole Class Photos

8th and 10 February
30th June

Parents Consultation Evening
Year 3 Sing Up Concert

11th February
13th July

Year 4 Bikeability
Year 3 Cake Sale—raising money for Smiles

22nd July

Last Day of Term

5th September

2022/2023 School Year Begins

EYFS Christmas Party and Santa
Early Years Cake Sale—raising money for GOSH
KS1 (AM) and KS2 (PM) Christmas Party and Santa
Year 4 Cake Sale—raising money for MacMillan
Carols on the playground and End of Term
Half Term
SPRING TERM Begins—Children Return
Extra Bank Holiday to mark The Queen’s Platinum
Year 2 St Albans Material Trail
Year 4 Faith Tour
Chinese New Year
Year 1 Cake Sale—raising money for RSPCA

Drop off times—08.45—09.00am
Collection times—3.20pm
The school office will be open from 8.30am to 3.45pm for
any queries, please call 01462 629123 or email

Moving to become a primary as part of Central
Bedfordshire’s Schools For The Future project.

https://www.schoolsforthefuture.co.uk/

To find Shefford Lowers Academic Calendar for
2021/2022 and 2022/2023 please refer to our
website

Term Dates Link
Please note this will be different to the Central
Bedfordshire term dates

