Weekly Update

Friday 18th June
Please email schooloffice@shefford.cbeds.co.uk if you require support in accessing this newsletter in an alternative
format.
Dear Families and Friends,
With the weather doing its thing, we are all crossing our fingers for our week of sports next week. Its been eventful in the news,
with Roland Garros, and the start of the Euros. With England playing Scotland tonight, we reckon we have planned a super follow
up.
As you know, we made this a bigger tournament, with the prediction that there would need to be compensating factors. With the
restrictions still firmly in place, we sadly can’t have parents in, but we know you will be cheering us on and encouraging the
children to use their skills as well as their values. Our PE leader, Miss Leary, has been organising with our Sports Coach, Mr Tilbury.
Children will be in house groups to compete a carousel of activities with a house winner of the day, and an overall house winner of
the week. We encourage house coloured T-shirts and on this occasion children can arrive in their kits. We kick off with year one,
and after year 4 take their turn on Thursday, our youngest pupils will have the Friday. In between this, teachers will be planning a
range of sporting activities to make the week of sport truly eventful in each class, with our values ambassadors looking out for
pupils showing patience, kindness, respect, tolerance, courage, generosity and excellence.
Transition day is the next thing on our mind. I chat with Mr Farmer at Robert Bloomfield about a number of things related to our
two schools, and the close working relationship we have means that our children have as smooth a transition as possible. Whilst
the shuffle up day is unlikely to go ahead, we will still see visits from RBA this side of Summer, and their dedicated year 5 day will
go ahead in September as it did last year. Transition arrangements for vulnerable pupils are being arranged.
In our school, this means that we will be planning a carousel day for year 4, focussing on transition skills and learning. All other
classes will transition to their new teachers as planned. We share classes with you just before shuffle up so that children can know
where they are going, but not so far ahead, as our experience shows some children find this daunting.
We are fielding complaints regularly about parents who are not observing the one way system. We know people are fed up, but
please help us. There isn’t long to go until Summer. This path is part of Robert Bloomfield Academy, and as you know, they patrol
this path and also talk to parents who do not follow the rules. Their health and safety advice is that this enables families to keep
the 2 meter distance in front of them secure, and it is safest for our vulnerable families. Please do respect the difficult job school
staff are doing to maintain safety. It is not uncorrelated that there have been a rise in local cases and absence this week, and we
urge all our families to continue supporting the safety for the final few weeks.
The carpark is very busy, and we have insufficient spaces for the staff who come to work here daily. We also have 4 disabled places
for the 12 eligible families that use our carpark. Unless you have a blue badge, you will not be given access to use the parking.
Exceptional circumstances should be sent in writing to myself with supporting evidence. As we move to a primary, the parking at
our site is one of the things we have raised to be part of the council priorities. We encourage you to also make your views known
to the team dealing with ‘Schools For The Future’.
The children learned lots during our ‘World Oceans Day’ and today Alfie proudly told me that 71% of the world is covered in water.
So with that in mind, when Giovanni explained to me that we mustn’t drop litter in the sea, we thought about the host of creatures
that Imogen told me live there. A great day to think about climate change with the coinciding of the G7 Summit too. Well done
children.
I have had a plethora of writing brought to me too this week. It’s great to see the children understanding the process with first
drafts and editing happening.
Have a great weekend, and enjoy cheering on your teams.
From Mrs Finch

Going primary
FAQ—How will the change happen?
We will move from a three form entry school into a two form entry
school. For a while we have more classes, and so there will be
temporary space provided by Central Bedfordshire Council.
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Children will stay with us once they join us, and the change to a
two form entry will be gradual. For a while we will have extra
classes, which the council describe as ‘bulge years’. Funding is
provided to buy resources and furniture.

Values
The values from 7th of June are Simplicity & Freedom
“It’s the simple things in life which are the most extraordinary” Paulo Coelho
Enjoying the simple things… around this time of year the flowers and trees are blossoming and we are outside
more. Exploring the idea of mindfulness and taking time to relax and appreciate life

House Points and Attendance W/E 11.06.21
Well done to last week’s house winners.
House
Points
Earth—1294
Water—1216
Air—1155
Fire—1089

House
Attendance
& Punctuality
Fire—98.44
Air—98.08
Water—97.66
Earth—97.00
Amazon Wish List

Just a reminder about our Wish List on Amazon! It contains carefully selected books and resources which
we know will greatly benefit your children with their learning this year. If you wish to purchase a book for
our school, please use the link below to find the full list:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2ZZUJD59NIDQ7/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1?
_encoding=UTF8&type=wishlist#
This list is updated by staff throughout the year and can be accessed by anyone.
We’ve made it really easy to donate a book to the school:
You can choose to get the books delivered directly to the school office or if you
wish you can add it to your personal shopping and simply bring it in.
Thank you so much for your help with this matter. Your donations will be grate
fully received and the children will benefit massively.

Sock Donation Request
We have run out of spare socks to use in Early Years. If you have any spare we would very
much appreciate a donation—especially with the wet weather we are experiencing. Please
hand into your class teacher or into the school office.
Thank you for your help.

Shefford Sporting Successes W/C 14th June

We celebrate children’s sporting successes from home as well as those in
school. Please send us photos of your child’s certificates and/or medals
which will be displayed on our PE celebration board and celebrated in
assembly.
Well done to these children who have shared their sporting success with us this week

This week the children have been having a go at a wall ball challenge. These are the children who made the most improvement over the week

Chestunu—Sophie & Bobby, Holly—Bethany, Sycamore—Charlie & Kelly
Maple—Daisy & Scarlett, Oak—Archie & Lara, Willow—Noah & Isla
Cedar—Niamh & Kiera, Elm—Sid & Lexi, Hawthorn—Cameron & Heidi
Ash—Theo & Evelyn, Beech—Joshua & Katherine, Hazel—Reubyn & Poppy

Next week, we will be having a Sports Week in
school, with the children taking part in Sports Day
within their year groups. Unfortunately, due to
Covid-19 restrictions, we will not be able to have
any spectators for this. Each year group will complete their sports day on a different afternoon over
the week as follows and can come in sports kit,
including house coloured t-shirts, on this day:

•
•
•
•
•

Monday - Year 1
Tuesday - Year 3
Wednesday - Year 2
Thursday—Year 4
Friday—Early Years

Phone Calls Home
Teachers will be making phone calls home every week to let parents and carers know how well
their child has been working and for showing school values! Keep up the good work Shefford
Lower!
W/C 07/06/21

Reception
Peach — Jayda B
Pear— Remi D
Plum— Sid B

Year 1

Year 2

Chestnut— Luca

Maple— Finley P

Holly— Evie M

Oak— Lilly B-S

Sycamore— Vinnie

Willow— Noah

Year 3

Year 4

Cedar— Tristan D

Ash— Ava N

Elm— Victoria J

Beech— Sophie R

Hawthorn— Charlotte

Hazel— Ewan C

Finer Diners

Congratulations to the children below who have been recognised as a Finer Diner last week and this week
for displaying good manners and values at lunchtime:

Year 2
Paige, Ethan, Poppy, Lola, Charlie,
Jake, Edie, Rachael, Noah, Sidney,
Tommy, Poppy, Lara, Bethan, Edie,
Shiron, Rory and Crystal

Shefford Lower School
Summer Holiday Club
For children who attend Shefford Lower in Years 1- 4

Monday 26th to Friday 30th
9.00am—3.30pm
£18.00 per day
£12.00 per sibling

BOOK NOW !
Booking forms are available on ParentMail. Please
contact the schooloffice@shefford.cbeds.co.uk if
you require a paper copy.

Community News
Please note, the following events/activities are run independently of
Shefford Lower.

Children’s Centre News
Please find information and an up to
date timetable for drop in sessions for
families with children aged 0—12 years

Shefford Lower School
Diary Dates
(further dates will be added and these will be in bold italics)
Summer Term 2021
9th June—14 July (Wednesdays)

Year 3 Swimming—Elm and Cedar

11th June—16th July (Fridays)

Year 3 Swimming—Hawthorn

21st - 25th June

Sports Week

21st June

Cherry Class Open Evening

24th June

Reception Hearing Screening

25th June

Virtual Parent Focus Group

28th June

Reception Classes Open Evening

2nd July

Transition (Move Up) Day

6th July

PSA—Sponsored Bounce

22nd July

Last day of Term

26th—30th July

Summer Holiday Club (booking forms via Parentmail)

6th September

Children return to school

Governor’s News
As we move into the final phases of this academic year the Governing Boards focus has been to support the
school through these unprecedented times. This has been a big focus for us as governors, particularly on the
recovery of the students learning journey. Shefford Lower School strives for excellence and are committed to
a policy of inclusion, well-being, and education of all pupils. We believe in the potential of all children and
take seriously our responsibility to enable them to achieve their very best. We will
endeavour to make sure the school focus is on progress and recovery as we move
into the next academic year.
We are working closely with the Local Authority and School to ensure that the twotier transition is at the forefront of plans and ensure that this happens smoothly for
every child. We will keep you updated on any further developments.
If you are interested in a position within our Governing Board, please email the
school office. Further information regarding positions will communicated within the
Shefford community this term.

