Weekly Update

Friday 16th July
Please email schooloffice@shefford.cbeds.co.uk if you require support in accessing this newsletter in an alternative format.
Dear Families and Friends,
We have at last started to see good weather. However, this also brings with it some things to organise, such as sun cream on in the
mornings, and names on hats. The ‘sun safety’ policy for the school is available on our website. Water drinking is the best thing for
children and we encourage this throughout the day. This should not be juice of flavoured drinks that cause problems to teeth if used
throughout the day.
We do try to ensure lost property reaches the right children, so please do ensure names are very clearly visible. Children take off
jumpers, hats, shoes etc. We do advise sunhats that cover backs of necks too if possible. This is preferable to the use of sunglasses,
which can be dangerous. If your child has exceptional circumstances requiring glasses, they must contain the quality mark. Not to
have this, causes the eye to open up to increased sun damage, so cosmetic sun glasses are not allowed.
Our school are very grateful to have been nominated to give away a football camp for 3 days from Mid Beds Futsal. We understand
that the community nominated us via social media. Thank you so much. Miss Leary and Mr Tilbury will announce their chosen
winner. Today, we began a mentor group for football skills between two classes, and hope to extend this next year too.
Congratulations to our hardworking PSA - Raising monies for the school is always a team effort,
and this year the sponsored bounce went ahead with phenomenal results. The amount on their
notice board was raised even further since this picture was taken to very nearly £4000. Kim
Massey steps down this year, as her children move on, and we thank her for her time previously
as chair, and continued team support of the school.
This year, we say goodbye to staff members moving on too. Mrs Burrett has worked at Shefford Lower School in many guises. More
recently in her role as resources manager supporting our IT providers and library. She will stay on in September as we recruit, but will
be moving on as a tutor with best wishes from us all at Shefford Lower. Mrs Fuller leaves our reception team in the office and I’m
sure many of you will have met and been welcomed by her, so will join me to wish her the best of luck. Mr Johnson has completed
this year with us, and now moves on to new adventures. He has worked with a number of children in Poplar, Year Two and now Year
Four. Good luck Mr Johnson. Finally, but not least, after many many years, Miss Dunn moves on. After studying hard alongside
working at our school, Miss Dunn will be moving on to a new role within family support at a school providing specialist provisions.
This is an fantastic move and certainly earned. Best of luck!
As with all things, we will of course be recruiting vacancies on our website and ask that you share this as much as possible so that we
can reach the best candidates for our children.
Many of you will be organising yourselves for the school year ahead over the holidays. Our uniform policy is available on our website.
We ask that you DO NOT buy ruck sacks. These do not fit on our pegs. This causes hazards in our cloakrooms and increases lost
property. PE should be in a draw string bag so that the pegs then fit coats over the top. Books go in a flat book bag, which can then
be kept in a drawer. Please also be mindful to ensure slogans and gaming for older age groups are not visible on items brought for
children. If you have having difficulty sourcing or providing uniform, we do offer assistance. Every enquiry is welcomed and
confidentiality is always met sensitively and with support.
Attendance at Shefford Lower has been good even through the pandemic. We have shared with you the benefits of good attendance
and punctuality, along with the correspondence that at lower school, this can affect GSCE outcomes. In September, the DfE will be
expecting schools to apply all obligations of attendance, including fixed penalty notices. The policy for Shefford Lower School is
available on our website. The annual calendar is also published, so please do refer to this when booking within the 13 weeks holiday
available to families throughout the year.
Have a great weekend,
Pamela Finch

Values
The values from 28th of June are Happiness & Hope
“It’s the moments that I just stopped to be that I have been the happiest.” Sir Richard Branson
Looking forward to the future. Understanding optimism and looking for the best as we move forward.
Reflecting on how to keep ourselves and other happy.

House Attendance W/E 09.07.21
Well done to last week’s house winners.
House
Points
Fire—1397
Water—1324
Air—1253
Earth—1075

House
Attendance
& Punctuality
Water—97.34
Fire—96.18
Air—93.51
Earth—93.23
Amazon Wish List

Just a reminder about our Wish List on Amazon! It contains carefully selected books
and resources which we know will greatly benefit your children with their learning
this year. If you wish to purchase a book for our school, please use the link below to
find the full list:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2ZZUJD59NIDQ7/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1?
_encoding=UTF8&type=wishlist#
This list is updated by staff throughout the year and can be accessed by anyone. We’ve made it really easy to donate a book to the school:
You can choose to get the books delivered directly to the school office or if you wish you can add it to your personal shopping and simply bring it in.
Thank you so much for your help with this matter. Your donations will be gratefully received and the children will
benefit massively.

ROYAL NEWS
We are pleased to announce that Olivia in Ash Class and Esmae in
Plum were crowned the Shefford Princesses on Saturday 10th July
All hail our new Shefford Princesses

Shefford Sporting Successes
We celebrate children’s sporting successes from home as well as those in
school. Please send us photos of your child’s certificates and/or medals
which will be displayed on our PE celebration board and celebrated in
assembly.
Well done to these children who have shared their sporting success with us this week

Phone Calls Home
Teachers will be making phone calls home every week to let parents and carers know how well
their child has been working and for showing school values! Keep up the good work Shefford
Lower!
W/E 05/07/21

Reception
Peach — Joseph S
Pear— Theo J
Plum— Furquan H

Year 1

Year 2

Chestnut— Bobby

Maple— Ruben A

Holly— Edward G-B

Oak— Sonny B

Sycamore— Ava C

Willow— Crystal

Year 3

Year 4

Cedar— Devon C

Ash— Rocco S

Elm— Jacob S

Beech— Amelia F

Hawthorn—Phoebe

Hazel— Scarlett M

Finer Diners

Congratulations to the children below who have been recognised as a Finer Diner this week for displaying
good manners and values at lunchtime:

Year 2
Sidney, Marley, Ethan, Rosie, Joshua, Kaitlyn, Mason, Albie, Mabel,
Edie, Rachael and Bethan

Shefford Lower School
Summer Holiday Club
For children who attend Shefford Lower in Years 1- 4

Monday 26th to Friday 30th
9.00am—3.30pm
£18.00 per day
£12.00 per sibling
MONDAY and WEDNESDAY ARE NOW FULL
SPACES ARE FILLING UP FAST
BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

Booking forms are available on ParentMail. Please
contact the schooloffice@shefford.cbeds.co.uk if
you require a paper copy.

Community News
Please note, the following events/activities are run independently of
Shefford Lower.

These are free events in our
area please follow the links for
more information

This clip from last year shows the impact of these
activities (it’s well worth a quick look):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNwzMTWVnrg

Return information noted at the bottom of the letter to this
email Tips@lutontown.co.uk.

The Health HUB is a single contact number and email address for our 0-19 school nursing and health visiting teams
across Bedfordshire and Luton
Since the launch on 1 June 2021 we are averaging around 250 calls per day, and 200 emails per day. Our call
centre is manned by four call handlers everyday who take your calls, with our busiest time of the day between 9am
and 11am for the phone line.

If you have any suggestions or feedback about that Health HUB that you would like to share with us – please email
us: ccs.childrenscommunityhealthhub@nhs.net

Children’s Centre News
Please find information and an up to
date timetable for drop in sessions for
families with children aged 0—12 years

Going primary
FAQ—How will the change happen?
We will move from a three form entry school into a two form entry
school. For a while we have more classes, and so there will be
temporary space provided by Central Bedfordshire Council.
Year

Number of classes in each school year group
Cherry

Total

Nursery

Reception

unchanged

3

3

3

3

3

2023

unchanged

2

3

3

3

3

3

2024

unchanged

2

2

3

3

3

3

3

19

2025

unchanged

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

18

unchanged

2

2

2

2

3

3

3

17

unchanged

2

2

2

2

2

3

3

16

unchanged

2

2

2

2

2

2

3

15

unchanged

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

14

Sept 2022

2026
2027
2028
2029

Year 1 Year 2

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Classes
15
17

Children will stay with us once they join us, and the change to a
two form entry will be gradual. For a while we will have extra
classes, which the council describe as ‘bulge years’. Funding is
provided to buy resources and furniture.

Shefford Lower School
Diary Dates
(further dates will be added and these will be in bold italics)
Summer Term 2021
20th July

Year 4’s Leavers Disco

21st July

Year 4’s leavers picnic and performance

21st July

Year 2 Sports Afternoon

22nd July

Last day of Term

26th—30th July

Autumn Term 2021

Autumn Term 2021

6th September

Years 1 to 4 Children return to school

10th September

Reception Children return to school

13th September

Cherry Children return to school

Governor’s News
As we move into the final phases of this academic year the Governing Boards focus has been to support the
school through these unprecedented times. This has been a big focus for us as governors, particularly on the
recovery of the students learning journey. Shefford Lower School strives for excellence and are committed to
a policy of inclusion, well-being, and education of all pupils. We believe in the potential of all children and take seriously our responsibility to enable them to achieve
their very best. We will endeavour to make sure the school focus is on progress and
recovery as we move into the next academic year.
We are working closely with the Local Authority and School to ensure that the twotier transition is at the forefront of plans and ensure that this happens smoothly for
every child. We will keep you updated on any further developments.
If you are interested in a position within our Governing Board, please email the
school office. Further information regarding positions will communicated within the
Shefford community this term.

