Weekly Update
Friday 16th April
Please email schooloffice@shefford.cbeds.co.uk if you require support in accessing this newsletter in an
alternative format.
Dear Families and Friends,
We might have only been back for 4 days, but so much has happened already!
A firm favourite this week has been our Egyptian Day in year 3. This is always a colourful learning experience,
and our visitor Howard Carter shared his experience of Tutankamun’s tomb with us. This coincided with
news on the BBC relocating the Egyptian queens and pharaohs, as well as the discover this year of an ancient
city.

Thank you for ensuring mask wearing on our premises. There are safety measures we can take, and our aim
is to provide the most safe environment possible. We will be reviewing the one way paths with Robert
Bloomfield prior to half term. Thank you again for ensuring children dismount bikes and scooters on the busy
path. It’s always nice to be there and praise our children for their superb conduct first thing in the morning,
and to see the excellent role modelling from the older RBA children too.
Happily, we have had excellent attendance figures for the school. There is a strong correlation between
school attendance/punctuality at this age, and school achievement at GCSE. We all want our children to be
successful, so I’m happy to report good figures for Shefford Lower School.
We are advertising teaching assistant vacancies this week for part time inclusion work. Please help us to
ensure we recruit super people by sharing our vacancies when you see them. We also have a vacancy arising
for a mid-day supervisor.
As you know, we think reading every day is crucial. Children build neural pathways for things they do daily,
and language is such a vital part of development that there is no surprise how daily reading improves
learning in every way. We give house points out for each and every daily read too.
We learned that Shefford Saints are fund raising after their site was sadly damaged. We will be holding a
fundraising sports mufti on PE day – this is FRIDAY. Children are encouraged to wear their sports wear
(Particularly if they play for Saints) and think about sports they admire for a suggested £1 donation to this
community facility.
Today our children in year 4 are doing ‘BikeAbility’ and learning how to stay safe when cycling, as well as all
of the health benefits being active every day brings. As I walked through school today, I saw lots of other
children were learning about health too. In year 1, Mr Tilbury was encouraging the daily challenge. The
children were seeing how many star jumps they could achieve in a minute, to see if they can improve this.
Year 2 children in Life Learning were exploring healthy eating, and in year 3 they were using their Science
lessons to understand protein, minerals, vitamins, fibre and more….
Our leavers will not be having a residential this year, so Mrs Hall has organised for the children to attend the
Frontier Centre, and is also arranging that the three days originally booked will be fun packed sessions off the
usual time table. More on this later.

The restrictions have made it difficult to do things ‘whole school’, so we are delighted that we will be
able to visit the theatre next week to watch The Lorax. This coincides with Earth Day too. Our office will
be sending home permissions for children who are in year one, but are not 6 years old yet, so please
watch out for this. Our Nursery and Reception classes will be using the story book.
We have parents consultations coming up soon, and will be contacting you to make an appointment to
speak with your child’s teacher. This is an opportunity to collaborate with families that we value
immensely. Please do look out for this in the coming week. We gain so much from your ideas and
support.
As many of you know, we will be transitioning from a lower school to a primary school in 2023. Whilst
much of the work is still very much behind the scenes at the moment, we would like to form a parent
focus group for our school. As you know, we cherish the excellent communication we have with
families, and seek to ensure we get this right. A focus group will provide constructive ‘parent voice’ to
our school communications on a number of issues, as well as the Local Authority’s ‘Schools For the
Future’ roadmap. There is no ‘work’ involved by participating in this group. I would like to organise
this for half termly meetings. If you could be part of this group please let our office know.
Have a lovely weekend
From Mrs Finch

House Points and Attendance
Well done to the winning houses, and last week for house points and attendance!
W/C 22/03/21

House Points

House Attendance

Water—1808

Air—97.35

Earth—998

Water—96.47

Fire—3005

Fire—94.75

Air—2357

Earth—94.93

Values
The values from April 13th —April 30th are Cooperation and Sharing
Team work, playing a part whether large or small, encouraging each other to be included and feel
valued. Sharing games, sharing equipment, sharing feelings, sharing friends. Understanding what
might make others reluctant to share or cooperate and helping each other overcome these barriers.
Year 3 Egyptian Day
On Wednesday 14th April Portals to the Past came into school as Howard Carter for
an Egyptian Day where Year 3 dressed up for the occasion. The children took part in
games, crafts , learnt about mummification, and some became Pharoahs and
Queens. Here’s what they had to say;
“I loved being the fan bearer for the Pharoah”
“My favourite part was when we played the Ancient Egyptian game of Hounds and Jackals”

Shefford Sporting Successes
We celebrate children’s sporting successes from home as well as those in school.
As clubs begin to start up again, please send us photos of your child’s certificates
and/or medals which will be displayed on our PE celebration board and celebrated in assembly.

Amazon Wish List
Just a reminder about our Wish List on Amazon! It contains carefully selected books and resources
which we know will greatly benefit your children with their learning this year. If you wish to purchase a
book for our school, please use the link below to find the full list:

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2ZZUJD59NIDQ7/
ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1?_encoding=UTF8&type=wishlist#

This list is updated by staff throughout the year and can be accessed by anyone. We’ve made it really
easy to donate a book to the school:
You can choose to get the books delivered directly to the school office or if you wish you can add it to
your personal shopping and simply bring it in.
Thank you so much for your help with this matter. Your donations will be gratefully received and the
children will benefit massively.

Phone Calls Home
Teachers will be making phone calls home every week to let parents and carers know how well
their child has been working and for showing school values! Keep up the good work Shefford
Lower!
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Reception
Peach — Eleanor W
Pear— Annalise H
Plum— Sid B

Year 1

Year 2

Chestnut— Scarlett

Maple— Charles L

Holly— Georgia S

Oak— Charlie M

Sycamore— Aria K

Willow— Emily B

Year 3

Year 4

Cedar— Willow S

Ash— Daniel H

Elm— Rose P

Beech— Mikey O

Hawthorn— Ella Q-W

Hazel— Riley C

Community News

Please note, the following events/activities are run independently
of Shefford Lower.

Diary Dates
(further dates will be added and these will be in bold italics)

Summer Term 2021
23rd April

Shefford Saints Fundraising MUFTI Day (£1 Donation)

28th April

Class Photos

19th April—30th April

The Big Pedal

3rd May

Bank Holiday

31st May—4th June

Half Term

7th June

Children return

2nd July

Transition (Move Up) Day

22nd July

Last day of Term

