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Dear Families & Friends, 

Thank you for attending the Christmas Fayre.  This event is always such fun and 

helps to kick start our Christmas ‘feel’ in school.  It is a fundraiser for our PSA and 

the monies raised at the event go straight back into the school and support many of 

the fun extras that the children experience.  You will remember that the PSA paid 

for the immersive room, which they upkeep.  They booked the animal experiences 

in the Summer for example.  They support our Y4 leavers disco.  Right now, very 

crucially, they help Santa prepare gifts for his visits with his elves.  Also supporting 

the PSA are local businesses with connections.  If you can offer any assistance, or 

have any provision to support fundraising through your company, please let us 

know.  Failing that, a very simple way to support them is by clicking AMAZON SMILE 

in your settings to donate to our school.  It costs you nothing but does support your 

children. 

In school we have rehearsals well underway.  The children’s choir will be with Miss Mansell this weekend 

performing their medley of jolly Christmas tunes as the lights are switched on.  We look forward to your 

support.  A big thank you to Mrs Brennan for the Christmas items sent in for the choir. 

This morning we held our phonics event.  This is a time to support families with how phonics is taught to 

support early reading.  Along with rich reading experiences as whole classes, and the various texts which 

underpin each of our curriculum areas,  our children are taught to ‘decode words’ using synthetic phonics.  

The school has had phenomenal results for phonics this year, and we know this is because you support the 

daily individual reading sessions which children so crucially need, and because you support their phonic 

decoding skills.  If you missed the event, we have posts on our media and web pages to support you.  Thank 

you so  much for your investment in reading.  Without reading, children do not easily access all other 

curriculum areas, as reading is fundamental to language and thinking skills developing in the brain, and 

buildings strong neural pathways. 

In school this week, we have hosted a visit from Colin Marshall, the head at Robert Bloomfield.  Many of our 

children progress to this school and we have always worked very closely together.  It was great to be able to 

show him the various projects we have been working on and the progress being made.  We have quite a few 

plans in mind for our children to work together again, and to keep those links strong.  Many of our children 

recognised Colin from the open evenings held, and will undoubtedly see a bit more of him as we move 

through the year. 

Have a great weekend everyone, and don’t forget to set up your Amazon Smile ;-) 

 

Please know: We are an Operation Encompass School. This means that we work together with the police to respond quickly to instances 

of domestic abuse and/or violence. Staff in school are trained responders and we are a safe space.  
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Values  

The values of December will be Peace & Understanding 

“All we are saying, is give peace a chance.” John Lennon. 

Understanding what peace is, and how can we bring peace about—conciliation, finding resolutions and solving 

problems together.  Understanding the other perspective and point of view.  Learning to understand the needs 

of others. 

 

House Points 

 

Fire—1230 

Air—1185 

Earth—934 

Water—889 

House Attendance 
& Punctuality  

Winner 

Water 

House Points and Attendance              

W/E 18/11/22 

Well done to last week’s house winners.  

 

Music News 
 
This week classes have been rehearsing for their Christmas shows to parents and carer’s, this begins 
on Monday 5th December with year 4s (check the calendar for other dates).  
 
This week’s music choices were both covers of well-known rock songs, the winning song was 
‘Thunderstruck’ covered by 2Cellos. Pupils were able to identify instruments in the stripped back co-
vers.  
 
To finish off December, we explored what a crotchet and quaver note are and how much each note is 
worth. 
   
We are delighted to announce that we have been awarded with the music mark recognition for com-

mitment and providing a high-quality outstanding music education for our pupils.  

In other news, our school choir will be performing at the Shefford Christmas lights turn on, on Satur-

day 26th at 3.30pm, there is a live band, plenty of stalls and a special celebrity guest. Any support 

would be appreciated!  

As mentioned before, if there are any parents or carer’s that wish to join us for carols on the play-

ground, please do get in touch so I can forward you on the music. This will be on the last day of term 
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Congratulations to the children below who have been recognised as a Finer Diner this 

week for displaying good manners and values at lunchtime 

Reception  Annie, Aurora, Sienna, Emma, Joshua & Killian 

Year 1  Ruby, Darcey, Jacob & Ivy 

Year 2  Freddie, Miles, Eva, Vinnie, Evelyn Annabelle & Theo 

Year 3  Michelle, Matthew, Esmee, Joshua, Poppy & Freddie 

Year 4  Bethan, Isabella, Crystal, Jake, Ronnie & Scarlet 

Weekly Good News Calls 

Here are the children whose parents and carers have received a phone call home this week to let them know how well their 

child has been working and showing their school values.  Keep up the good work Shefford Lower. 

Reception Pear—Darcey  Peach—Violet    

Year 1  Holly—Immy  Chestnut—Muhammad Holly—Immy & Maxwell 

Year 2  Maple—Freddie Willow—Abigail Oak—Jenevieve 

Year 3  Cedar—Fabrizio Elm—Joshua  Hawthorn—Alyssa 

Year 4  Beech—Amelie Ash—Leeia  Hazel—Charlie 

Shefford Sporting Successes 

We celebrate children’s sporting successes from home as well as those in school. Please send us photos of your child’s cer-

tificates and/or medals which will be displayed on our PE celebration board and celebrated in assembly.   Well done to 

these children who have shared their sporting success this week. 

Water House Edward—Football, Jayda—Swimming, Mathew—Football, Charlie—Water 

Earth House Daisy—Taekwondo, George—Swimming 

Air House Kayleigh—Gymnastics, Joe—Football 

Early Years Austin—Taekwondo 
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Community News 

Please note, the following events/activities are run independently of 

Shefford Lower. 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

https://www.bilinguasing.com/
https://www.midbedsfutsal.co.uk/
https://www.ngdancecollective.co.uk/
https://kidsdawntildusk.co.uk/holiday-club-bedfordshire/
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Safeguarding Information 
At Shefford Lower School we take our responsibilities to promote safeguarding the welfare of all children seriously.  The desig-

nated persons for safeguarding children is the Headteacher who can be contacted via the school office on 01462 629123 

Please find useful information updated weekly 

If you are concerned about a child outside of school you can phone 999 in an emergency or 101 to make a report.  The NSPCC operated an urgent helpline on 

0808800500 

Ivel Valley Parent Bulletin  Please click on the  

Early Help Bulletin   links for more information 

Mythbuster 

Myth: “It doesn’t matter if I haven’t got time to read with child.”  

Buster: OFSTED expect schools to set and monitor homework that is age appropriate. All schools keep a record of 
frequent instances that impact on a child’s development alongside their peers. Reading is fundamental to a child’s 

development.  

*Child Protection Online Management System  

The Bedfordshire and Luton Children’s Community 
Health HUB is our one stop service for our Health 
Visiting, School Nursing 0-19 and our Looked after 
Children Teams for parents, carers and 
professionals.  Our Luton Community Paediatric 
Service can also be contacted via this number, but for 
emails please continue to use their own dedicated 
email address. 
To access the Health HUB call us on 0300 555 0606 or 

email:  ccs.bedsandlutonchildrenshealthhub@nhs.net 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKCBCC/bulletins/338afee
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKCBCC/bulletins/328c1c5
mailto:ccs.bedsandlutonchildrenshealthhub@nhs.net


Drop off times—08.45—09.00am   

Collection times—3.20pm 

The school office will be open from 8.30am to 3.45pm for any 

queries, please call 01462 629123 or email  

schooloffice@shefford.cbeds.co.uk. 

Shefford Lower School 

Diary Dates 

(further dates will be added and these will be in bold italics) 

2022 Upcoming Dates 

30th November Dick Whittington Pantomime performances—for the whole school 

1st December Virtual Curriculum Evening—TEAMS event—details to follow 

1st & 2nd December Early Years Christmas performances—2pm 

5th December Year 4 Christmas concert—2pm 

6th December Year 2 Christmas concert—2pm 

7th December Year 1 Christmas concert—2pm 

7th December Year 3 Cake Sale—Charity TBC 

8th December  Year 3 Christmas concert—2pm 

9th December Coffee Morning—Invitations to be sent. 

9th December PSA Present Day—children choose a present for their grown ups 

12th December Christingle Assembly 

13th December Shefford Muesum & Gallery event—invite only 

13th December Christmas Dinner—Parentmail order form will be available 

14th December EYFS Christmas Party & Santa Visit 

15th December KS1 & KS2 Christmas Party & Santa Visit 

16th December Carols on the playground & End of Autumn Term 

2023 Upcoming Dates 

Moving to become a primary as part of Central Bedfordshire’s Schools For The Future project.  

https://www.schoolsforthefuture.co.uk/ 

To find Shefford Lower’s Academic Calendar for  2022/2023 

please refer to our website 

Term Dates Link 

Please note this will be different to the Central Bedfordshire 

4th January 2023 Welcome Children back to the Spring Term 

25th January 2023 Year 2 Trip—Material Trail—St Albans—Parentmail to follow 

1st February Year  3—Egyptian Day—Visit from Howard Carter—Parentmail to follow 

3rd February EYFS Cake Sale—Charity TBC 
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